DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

and only encourage the Emperor and the Bismarcks
more against us. You all seem frightened of them,
which is not the way to make them better. Tell the
Prince of Wales this, and that his persecuted and
calumniated sister has been for months looking for-
ward to this time of quietness. Please let no one
mention this again. It would be fatal and must
not be.5'1

William went to the station to see his mother off
to England and bade her an affectionate farewell.
He had not treated her to such attention for months :
perhaps his grandmother's firmness was already be-
ginning to make him better. The Queen sent the
Prince of Wales across to Flushing to meet her in the
Victoria and Albert. It was over thirty years now
since she had sailed for Germany in that yacht, a
young bride of seventeen with an adoring husband.
Her mother came from Windsor to welcome her on
landing at Port Victoria : never before had she gone
farther than her own front door to receive the most
exalted guest, and William would certainly take
notice of this peculiar honour. The Family assembled
for the Empress's forty-eighth birthday two days later,
and, as in the years of childhood, her " present table "
was covered with gifts. The entire staff of the
German Embassy came down to offer their congratu-
lations.

The Empress with her daughters remained in
England for three months, and the Queen, with a
Sovereign's escort, drove with her to Charing Cross to

1 ibid., in, i, p. 443.
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